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• Brief background
• What is an 
institutional research 
repository? (hands)
• Why are they useful?
• What aspects are 
working for artists, 
and what are the 
issues?
• Future enhancements
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Mán Melá‗ Theatre Company, 'Dangers of Common Sense‗, 1996
Collection/Rights: South Asian Diaspora Literature and Arts Archive
Available from: http://vads.ac.uk/large.php?uid=47761
What is an institutional 
research repository?
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―Repositories are 
complex socio-
technical phenomena 
which embody the 
values and policies of 
multiple, conflicting 
scholarly 
communities.‖
Dr Leslie Carr, University of 
Southampton, 6th June 2011 via JISC-
REPOSITORIES@JISCMAIL.AC.UK
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Patrick Barker, 2001, Life Cycle (Portland stone)
Collection/Rights: Public Monuments and Sculpture Association 
Available from: http://vads.ac.uk/large.php?uid=67861
Why engage with institutional 
research repositories?
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―By helping to solve a researcher‘s problem 
(how to organize and manage their data) the 
researcher is inadvertently solving ours —
getting our hands on the data in a useful 
(described) way so we can preserve it for years 
to come.‖
http://blog.libraryjournal.com/tennantdigitallibraries/2011/06/14/embeddi
ng-libraries-in-researcher-workflow/
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Secure searchable showcase
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Essentially... it’s a showcase
another online presence 
another context for your work
another place to display your research
Build your international 
reputation
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Leading to international 
collaborations
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―I've also had a number of international scholars 
and research students read my articles and 
listen to the music I have available in the 
repository, as a result, I am now pursuing 
collaborative research projects with music 
studios and researchers in Mexico and Norway.‖
Dr Monty Adkins, School of Music, Humanities and Media, 
University of Huddersfield
Stone, Graham (2011) Advocacy at the University of Huddersfield: Making 
research visible to a world audience. In: Kultivate Advocacy workshop, 28 
February 2011, HEFCE, Centre Point, London. (Unpublished) Available from: 
http://eprints.hud.ac.uk/9644/
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Be ready for REF 2014
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What are the issues?
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Advocacy
• What is an institutional 
repository?
• Where is it?
• Why should I use it?
• Why does the institution 
want me to use it?
• How do I use it?
Mian Har Ng, the Director of the project. 'Bollywood to 
Birmingham' an eight month programme which began in 
October 2002.
Collection/Rights: Sampad Collection (GB 2661 SA), 
South Asian Diaspora Literature and Arts Archive
Available from: http://vads.ac.uk/large.php?uid=47836
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The archive as an artistic concept
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―...Greek arkheion: initially 
a house, a domicile, an 
address, the residence of 
the superior magistrates, 
the archons, those who 
commanded.‖
Derrida, J. 1996. Archive Fever: 
A Freudian Impression. Chicago: 
University of Chicago , p.2
(translated from the 1995 French 
version: Mal d’Archive: une impression 
freudienne) 
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―There is no political 
power without control of 
the archive, if not of 
memory.‖
Derrida, J. 1996. Archive Fever: 
A Freudian Impression. Chicago: 
University of Chicago , p.4
http://books.google.com/books/about/
Archive_Fever.html?id=UD321u7ERI
0C
2029th June 2011 CAiRO Summer School
The ephemerality of artistic research
2129th June 2011 CAiRO Summer School
2229th June 2011 CAiRO Summer School
e·phem·er·al (-fmr-l)
adj.1. Lasting for a markedly brief 
time: "There remain some truths 
too ephemeral to be captured in 
the cold pages of a court 
transcript" (Irving R. Kaufman).
2. Living or lasting only for a day, 
as certain plants or insects do.
n. A markedly short-lived thing.
The American Heritage® Dictionary of 
the English Language, Fourth Edition 
copyright ©2000 by Houghton Mifflin 
Company. Updated in 2009. Published 
by Houghton Mifflin Company. 
All rights reserved.
―It remains true, as Clive 
Phillpot said that ―art 
libraries are perpetually 
engaged in countering 
ephemerality‖.‖
Cooke, Jacqueline, 2007. A visual arts
perspective on open access institutional 
repositories. In: Digital Archive Fever:
23rd CHArt (Computers and the History of 
Art) Annual Conference, 8-9th
November, 2007, Birkbeck. [Conference or 
Workshop Item] (In Press):
Goldsmiths Research Online.
Available at: http://eprints.gold.ac.uk/140/
See also –
• Researcher‘s Tales on the BFI 
website:
Clive Phillpot, freelance writer, 
curator and former art librarian 
on the artist Ray Johnson: 
http://www.bfi.org.uk/filmtvinfo/
researchers/tales/phillpot.html
• Performing Arts Data Service 
(PADS) – Score for Paul 
Hurley‘s Becoming Snail: 
http://www.jiscdigitalmedia.ac.
uk/seminars/elements/
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One or more words: your views 
about institutional research 
repositories?
(Please complete and hand-in slip of paper)
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CUT   OR TEAR
How are repositories being enhanced 
now, and in the future, to bring benefits to 
researchers and their institutions?
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Kultivate enhancements
• EPrints at University of 
Southampton
• Kultur II Group
• Project containers (Royal 
College of Art)
• Enhanced display of 
download/view statistics
• EPrints Bazaar - ‗App store‘
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Andreas Fabian, 1991, Champagne bucket
Rights: Andreas Fabian/Royal College of Art
Available from: http://vads.ac.uk/large.php?uid=160599
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JISC-funded DepositMO project blog: http://blogs.ecs.soton.ac.uk/depositmo/
Image available from: http://research.microsoft.com/en-us/projects/authoring/
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